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Mr. CAMPBELL of California. Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman from New Mexico for yielding
me time. Mr. Speaker, I have some familiarity with the project, since it is located in the district
which I have the privilege to represent. Water is an issue. It is an issue in the West; it is an
issue in ...    

Mr. CAMPBELL of California. Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentleman from New Mexico for yielding
me time. 

  

Mr. Speaker, I have some familiarity with the project, since it is located in the district which I
have the privilege to represent. Water is an issue. It is an issue in the West; it is an issue in
California. 

  

We will probably be dealing this week and over the next few weeks and perhaps months with
some of the issues of a shortage of various energy projects. We can avoid shortages in water if
we work on it early, if we get on some of these projects now. 

  

What this project does, as both the previous speakers indicated, is it is not just something that is
good for the district I represent or the area I represent, but is in fact a test project for this new
type of desalinization, where you are getting the water, rather than directly out of the ocean on
the coast, you are actually bringing the water out underneath the sand, and then back to a
desalinization plant, which is off the coast. 

  

That is why it does not have the negative environmental impacts putting a plant directly on the
coast right against the water would be. But, also, the sand itself has the effect, we believe, of
filtering this water on its way to the desalinization plant, which reduces the cost, reduces the
waste that is created in desalinization, and possibly, we believe, makes the project considerably
more efficient and therefore cheaper. 

  

So what this project, if it is successful, will do is it will create desalinization that will be both less
impactful on the environment, result in a higher yield of usable water, and be cheaper along the
way. So something that is good for all sides. 
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The Federal involvement here would only be 25 percent of the entire project, as 75 percent of
the cost is being carried by local public agencies. So I appreciate the support on both sides of
the aisle for this project and would urge its passage. 
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